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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims. 



LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

Claims 1-39. Cancelled. 



Claim 



im/tr 



(Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(ab') 2 fragment, which recognizes a 150 kDA 7. equigenitalis 
protein. 



7 

Claim JW? (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(ab') 2 fragment according to claim J}B?m combination with at least 
one antibody or Fv f Fab or F(ab') 2 fragment thereof which recognize 
7", equigenitalis proteins selected from the group consisting of 
T. equigenitalis proteins of 120 kDA, 52.7 kDA and 22 (LPS) kDA. 
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Claim>2^ (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody obtained by a 
process comprising: 

fusing non-secreting murine myeloma cells with spleen cells 

from mice immunized against an inactivated strain of the 
species T. equigenitalis or extract(s) of such a strain, 
cloning and selecting according to the capacity of their culture 
supernatant to recognize a 150 kDA T. equigenitalis 
protein, 

recovering the required monoclonal antibody, and 
optionally purifying said monoclonal antibody. 

Claim>3^ (Previously Presented) A method of obtaining a monoclonal antibody 
according to claim>0, comprising: 

fusing non-secreting murine myeloma cells with spleen cells 

from mice immunized by means of a strain of the species 

T. equigenitalis or extract(s) from such a strain, 
screening hybridomas whose culture supernatants exhibit a 

positive reaction with a 1 50 kDA T. equigenitalis protein 

or a fragment thereof, 
selecting by cloning the hybridomas with respect to their 

reactivity, in relation to T. equigenitalis, 
recovering the monoclonal antibody, and 
optionally purifying said monoclonal antibody. 

5 

Claim (Previously Presented) A strain of hybridoma, which secretes a 
monoclonal antibody according to claim^Or^ 
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Claim A5. (Currently Amended) A method of identification of a bacterium of the 
species Taylorella equigenitalis (T. equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a 
culture comprising: 

bringing the specimen or the culture to be analyzed, which may 
contain 7. equigenitalis, into contact with an effective 
quantity of a monoclonal antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 
fragment thereof according to claim A&t under conditions 
permitting a reaction of the antigen-antibody type, and 
detecting any antiqen/antibodv type reaction product formed 

product formod in a roaotion of th e ant i gon antibody typ e, 
wherein said product is indicative of the presence of a bacterium of the 
species T. equigenitalis. 

Claim >6l (Currently Amended) A method of diagnosis of an infection by 
Taylorella equigenitalis (T. equigenitalis) comprising: 

(a) bringing a monoclonal antibody or fragment thereof 

/ 

according to claim >6f into contact with a biological 
sample, wherein said sample may contain T. equigenitalis 
antigen, under conditions permitting an antigen-antibody 
reaction, and 

(b) detecting any antiqen/antibodv type reaction product formed 

product form e d in a r e action of th e ant i gen a nt i body typ e 
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in said sample between the antibody or fragment of (a) 

and a 7. equigenitalis antigen, 
wherein said product is indicative of a diagnosis for 7 equigenitalis 
infection. 



// 



C\a\ni4rf. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 45T?urther 
comprising blocking the non antigen-antibody reactions. 



Claim>«r 



(Previously Presented) A kit for application of a method of 
identification of a bacterium of the species Taylorella equigenitalis 
(T. equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a culture comprising: 

a monoclonal antibody or fragment according to claim AQf 
a reagent for detecting the intended immunologic reaction, 
optionally, a reagent for blocking the non antigen-antibody 

reactions, and 
instructions for use. 



Claim 49. Cancelled. 

Claim (Previously Presented) A kit according to claim>8; wherein said 

reagent for carrying out the intended immunologic reaction is selected 
from the group consisting of markers and buffers. 
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Claira*51 . (Previously Presented) A kit according to claim >&fwherein a reagent 
for blocking the non antigenic-antibody reaction is included and said 
reagent is mouse serum. 

Claim.S2^ (Previously Presented) The method according to claim^TTwherein the 
non antigen-antibody reaction is blocked by saturation of the specimen 
obtained by means of a serum from which anti-T equigenitalis 
antibodies have been removed. 

Claim>3. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 46Tfurther 
comprising blocking the non antigen-antibody reactions. 

Claim,^ (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(aby fragment according to claim/07 in combination with 
antibodies or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragments thereof which recognize 
7. equigenitalis proteins of 120 kDA, 527 kDA and 22 (LPS) kDA. 

Claim^T (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(ab*) 2 fragment according to claimjKJT'in combination with an 
antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragment thereof which recognizes a 120 
kDA T. equigenitalis protein. 
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ClainvBB. (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(aby fragment according to claim combination with an 
antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragment thereof which recognizes a 
52.7 kDA 7". equigenitalis protein. 

Claim^T: (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 

/ x 

or F(ab') z fragment according to claim^G; in combination with an 
antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragment thereof which recognizes a 22 
(LPS) kDA 7". equigenitalis protein. 

Clairru5& (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(ab') fragment according to claim,42; in combination with at least 
one antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragment thereof which recognizes a 
T. equigenitalis protein selected from the group consisting of 
T. equigenitalis proteins of 120 kDA, 52.7 kDA and 22 (LPS) kDA. 

ClairriSST. (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(ab') fragment according to claim #l % in combination with 
antibodies or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragments thereof which recognize 
T. equigenitalis proteins of 120 kDA, 52.7 kDA and 22 (LPS) kDA. 
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ClainwKf (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(ab') fragment according to claim^Tin combination with an 
antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragment thereof which recognizes a 120 
kDA T. equigenitatis protein. 

r 

ClairnJi^ (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv t Fab 
or F(ab') 2 fragment according to claim 427in combination with an 
antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragment thereof which recognizes a 
52.7 kDA 7". equigenitatis protein. 

ClaimjBz. (Previously Presented) An isolated monoclonal antibody or its Fv, Fab 
or F(ab') fragment according to clain)-427ln combination with an 
antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 fragment thereof which recognizes a 22 
(LPS) kDA T equigenitatis protein. 

Claim (Previously Presented) A strain of hybridoma, which secretes the 
monoclonal antibody according to clainM^ 

ClaimjS47 (Currently Amended) A method of identification of a bacterium of the 
species Taylorella equigenitatis (T, equigenitatis) in a specimen or in a 
culture comprising: 

bringing the specimen or the culture to be analyzed, which may 
contain T. equigenitatis, into contact with an effective 
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quantity of the monoclonal antibodies or Fv ( Fab or 
F(ab') 2 fragments thereof according to claim j^^funder 
conditions permitting a reaction of the antigen-antibody 
type, and 

detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 

product form e d i n a r ea ct i on of th e ant i g e n - ant i body typ e, 
wherein said product is indicative of the presence of a bacterium of the 
species T. equigenitalis. 

Clainj£5' (Currently Amended) A method of identification of a bacterium of the 
species Taylorella equigenitalis (T, equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a 
culture comprising: 

bringing the specimen or the culture to be analyzed, which may 
contain 7. equigenitalis, into contact with an effective 
quantity of the monoclonal antibody or Fv, Fab or F(ab') 2 
fragment thereof according to claim/2; under conditions 
permitting a reaction of the antigen-antibody type, and 
detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 

product form e d in a r e action of th e ant i g e n antibody type , 
wherein said product is indicative of the presence of a bacterium of the 
species T. equigenitalis. 
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ClaimuSe^ (Currently Amended) A method of identification of a bacterium of the 
species Taylorella equigenitalis (T equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a 
culture comprising: 

bringing the specimen or the culture to be analyzed, which may 
contain T. equigenitalis, into contact with an effective 
quantity of the monoclonal antibodies or Fv, Fab or 
F(ab') 2 fragments thereof according to clainv^C under 
conditions permitting a reaction of the antigen-antibody 
type, and 

detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 

product form e d in a r e action of th e antig e n ant i body typo , 
wherein said product is indicative of the presence of a bacterium of the 
species T. equigenitalis, 

C\a\mJ&f1 (Currently Amended) A method of identification of a bacterium of the 
species Taylorella equigenitalis {T. equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a 
culture comprising: 

bringing the specimen or the culture to be analyzed, which may 
contain 7, equigenitalis, into contact with an effective 
quantity of the monoclonal antibodies or Fv, Fab or 
F(ab') 2 fragments thereof according to claimJ587under 
conditions permitting a reaction of the antigen-antibody 
type, and 
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detecting any antiqen/antibodv tvoe reaction product formed 

product formod in - a r e act i on of th e ant i g e n ant i body typ e, 
wherein said product is indicative of the presence of a bacterium of the 
species 7 equigenitalis. 

(Currently Amended) A method of identification of a bacterium of the 
species Taylorella equigenitalis (7. equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a 
culture comprising: 

bringing the specimen or the culture to be analyzed, which may 



F(ab') 2 fragments thereof according to claim^&sTunder 
conditions permitting a reaction of the antigen-antibody 
type, and 

detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 

product formod in a r e act i on of th e ant i g e n antibody typ e, 
wherein said product is indicative of the presence of a bacterium of the 
species 7 equigenitalis. 

(Currently Amended) A method of diagnosis of an infection by 
Taylorella equigenitalis (7 equigenitalis) comprising: 

(a) bringing a monoclonal antibody or fragment thereof 

7 

according to claim Jtff inXo contact with a biological 



contain 7 equigenitalis, into contact with an effective 



quantity of the monoclonal antibodies or Fv, Fab or 
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sample, wherein said sample may contain T. equigenitalis 
antigen, under conditions permitting an antigen-antibody 
reaction, and 

(b) detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 
product formed i n a react i on of th e ant i g e n antibody typ e 
in said sample between the antibody or fragment of (a) 
and a T. equigenitalis antigen, 

wherein said product is indicative of a diagnosis for T. equigenitalis 

infection. 



Claim (Currently Amended) A method of diagnosis of an infection by 
Taylorella equigenitalis (T. equigenitalis) comprising: 

(a) bringing a monoclonal antibody or fragment thereof 



according to claim^2f into contact with a biological 
sample, wherein said sample may contain T. equigenitalis 
antigen, under conditions permitting an antigen-antibody 
reaction, and 

(b) detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 
product form e d in a r e action of th e ant i g e n - antibody typ e 
in said sample between the antibody or fragment of (a) 
and a T. equigenitalis antigen, 

wherein said product is indicative of a diagnosis for T. equigenitalis 

infection. 
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ClaimJ^fT (Currently Amended) A method of diagnosis of an infection by 
Taylorella equigenitalis (T. equigenitalis) comprising: 

(a) bringing a monoclonal antibody or fragment thereof 

If 

according to clainvS^Tinto contact with a biological 
sample, wherein said sample may contain T. equigenitalis 
antigen, under conditions permitting an antigen-antibody 
reaction, and 

(b) detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 

product form e d i n a r ea ct i on of th e ant i g e n ant i body typ e 
in said sample between the antibody or fragment of (a) 
and a f. equigenitalis antigen, 

wherein said product is indicative of a diagnosis for T. equigenitalis 

infection. 

ClainjJ?2r^ (Currently Amended) A method of diagnosis of an infection by 
Taylorella equigenitalis (T. equigenitalis) comprising: 

(a) bringing a monoclonal antibody or fragment thereof 
according to claimj&f into contact with a biological 
sample, wherein said sample may contain T equigenitalis 
antigen, under conditions permitting an antigen-antibody 
reaction, and 
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(b) detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 
product form e d i n a r e action of tho antigen antibody typ e 
in said sample between the antibody or fragment of (a) 
and a 7. equigenitalis antigen, 

wherein said product is indicative of a diagnosis for 7. equigenitalis 

infection. 



Taylorella equigenitalis (7. equigenitalis) comprising: 

(a) bringing a monoclonal antibody or fragment thereof 



according to claim ^Qfmto contact with a biological 
sample, wherein said sample may contain 7. equigenitalis 
antigen, under conditions permitting an antigen-antibody 
reaction, and 

(b) detecting any antigen/antibody type reaction product formed 
product form e d in a r e act i on of th e antigen ant i body typ e 
in said sample between the antibody or fragment of (a) 
and a 7. equigenitalis antigen, 

wherein said product is indicative of a diagnosis for 7. equigenitalis 

infection. 
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Is 

Clainrv74. (Currently Amended) A kit for application of a method of 

identification of a bacterium of the species Taylorella equigenitalis 
(T equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a culture comprising: 

the a monoclonal antibo^ or fragment antibod i es or fragments 

according to claim^fT 
reagents for detecting the intended immunologic reaction, 
optionally, reagents for blocking the non antigen-antibody 

reactions, and 
instructions for use. 

Claim^S: (Previously Presented) A kit for application of a method of 

identification of a bacterium of the species Taylorella equigenitalis 
(T equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a culture comprising: 

Z3 

a monoclonal antibody or fragment according to clairrL42T 
reagents for detecting the intended immunologic reaction, 
optionally, reagents for blocking the non antigen-antibody 

reactions, and 
instructions for use. 

IS- 

Claim^6^ (Currently Amended) A kit for application of a method of 

identification of a bacterium of the species Taylorella equigenitalis 
(T equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a culture comprising: 

the a monoclonal antibody or fragment antibodies or fragm e nts 

according to clairnjS^T 
reagents for detecting the intended immunologic reaction, 
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optionally, reagents for blocking the non antigen-antibody 

reactions, and 
instructions for use. 



Clairr^ (Currently Amended) A kit for application of a method of 



identification of a bacterium of the species Taylorella equigenitalis 
{T. equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a culture comprising: 

the a monoclonal antibody or fragment ant i bodi e s or fragm e nts 



according to clairni&r 
reagents for detecting the intended immunologic reaction, 
optionally, reagents for blocking the non antigen-antibody 

reactions, and 
instructions for use. 



Claim /ST" (Currently Amended) A kit for application of a method of 

identification of a bacterium of the species Taylorella equigenitalis 
(T. equigenitalis) in a specimen or in a culture comprising; 

the a monoclonal antibody or fragment antibod i os or fragm e nts 



reagents, for detecting the intended immunologic reaction, 
optionally, reagents for blocking the non antigen-antibody 

reactions, and 
instructions for use. 






according to c\a\rr\JB^ 
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Claims 79-83 Cancelled, 



V 



